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Resilient flooring products 



Best Practice Guidelines for Planning and 

Installation 

5.4 
 
 
Through out the presentation whenever 
you see a circle and pencil there is more 
information available under that section 
number in the Resilient Best Practice 
Guidelines. 
 
In assessments if you see the circle refer 
to that section for the information you 
need 
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Resilient flooring areas 

Vinyl -,hospitality, retail  

 

Vinyl Residential 

Tile and Sheet form 

Rubber is well 

suited for gyms 

buses, trains, 

airports 

Vinyl Office 

educational 

commercial areas 

Vinyl Composite Tiles (VCT) 

Supermarkets, retail 

Linoleum - hospitals, education, hospitality, 

retail  

Vinyl 

Hygiene areas 

Wet areas 

Hospitals, Rest care 



Vinyl sheet make up 
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Homogeneous – one solid layer 

For Commercial areas 

2mm Homogeneous vinyl make-up – PVC Poly Vinyl Chloride 

Mixture of Polyvinyl resins, 

(most common PVC) 

Plasticizers and Fillers 

There is no Stabilising carrier or Wear layer 

Chip pattern Marble pattern 

Safety  

(Metal filings) Safety (Studs) 



Vinyl sheet make up 
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Heterogeneous – more than one layer 

Heterogeneous vinyl layer PVC 

For both Residential and Commercial areas 

Exploded photo of a side view 

Clear Vinyl -  

Wear layer 

Decorative  layer – 

Print/photo 

Stabilizing carrier – controls 

shrinking and stretching 

Backing - thickness can vary in 

softness for comfort 

Mainly Polyvinyl resins – Most common PVC 
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Similar process to making heterogeneous 

sheet vinyl – Clear PVC wear layer, print/photo 

and stabilising carrier 

Scraps are recycled and used 

for the backing 

The sheet is heated to soften 

then cut by ultra sonic knife 

The plank edges are bevelled 

Vinyl Plank make up (Dry back- glue down) 

 

Vinyl glue down planks butt together- there is no locking system 
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Similar process to making heterogeneous 

sheet vinyl – Clear PVC wear layer, print/photo 

and stabilising carrier 

Scraps are recycled and used 

for the backing 

The sheet is heated to soften 

then cut by ultra sonic knife 

The plank edges are bevelled 

Vinyl Plank make up (dry back) 
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Similar process to making heterogeneous 

sheet vinyl – Clear PVC wear layer, print/photo 

and stabilising carrier 

Scraps are recycled and used 

for the backing 

The sheet is heated to soften 

then cut by ultra sonic knife 

The plank edges are bevelled 

Vinyl Plank make up (Rigid–Floated- no glue) 

 

Floating floor planks join together with a locking system 



Linoleum make up-Made from Natural materials 
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Drying chamber  
Jute backing 



Installation methods 
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Installers use various installation methods depending on the 

product and the areas they are going in to 
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Luxury Vinyl Plank (LVP) 

Dry back – is adhesive fixed 

VCT Tiles 

Adhesive fixed 

Commercial sheet is adhesive fixed 

Click together 

LVP- Rigid Core Vinyl Plank – 

Loose lay/Floating Domestic Sheet Vinyl is 

Adhesive fixed 
Luxury Vinyl Tile 

Adhesive fixed 



Installation methods 
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Setting out tile and planks 
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 Acclimatising 

Shuffling 

Install in step pattern 

Manual 3,4,5 set-out  

7.1 

Set square 
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Paper pattern/Templating 

Bar scribing 

Thermo welding 

Vinyl bending on Coving fillet 

Heat applied 

Fitting tight joins 

Tape 

Using a trimming tool or a knife to cut in 

Installation methods for sheet material 

Coving 

Chemical weld 



Preparing concrete floors 
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Grind concrete to remove 

high spots, any 

contaminants and open 

the pores 

Cementitious compounds 
1. Self levelling 

2. Repairing/filling compounds 

3. Fine feathering compounds 

Apply primer for all self levelling 

compounds.  

Self levelling compounds 

Ramping/filling compounds 

Fine feathering compounds have a 

built in primer 

5.1 



Preparing Timber floors 
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T&G 

Structural sheet 
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Plywood- thin ply's of timber 

glued together 

MDF- fine particles glued and 

compressed with wax and resins 

Strandboard - thin flakes of 

timber 

Particleboard – small chips 

of timber particles 

Thin Board – fitted as an underlayment as preparation for vinyl floor 

coverings 

T&G Tongue & Groove 

4.1 



Hard flooring products that are not resilient 
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Timber flooring products are hard floor coverings but not 

resilient and are made from Solid timber or Timbers and/or 

other materials laminated together 

Bamboo while fitting into the hard flooring category is a fast 

growing grass  not timber 
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Floating Engineer  

Timber Flooring 
Floating Laminate Flooring 

Parquet Timber flooring 

Glue down Engineer  

Timber Flooring 

Overlay solid plank timber 

flooring 



Laminate Flooring    (Floated- no glue) 
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Chip pattern 
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Similar process to making heterogeneous 

sheet vinyl – Clear PVC wear layer, print/photo 

and stabilising carrier 

Scraps are recycled and used 

for the backing 

The sheet is heated to soften 

then cut by ultra sonic knife 

The plank edges are bevelled 

Engineered Wood Plank make up  
(Floated - or glue) 
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Video links 
  

Before starting any Assessments, visit first the Video links folder. This 

will give you a good understanding watching installation methods and 

tools and equipment 

Complete the Resilient Floor coverings section of the assessment 


